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BARNARD  CASTLE 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Department, 

43,  Galgate, 

Barnard  Castle. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1954. 

1 am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  continued  progress 
during  the  year.  The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  a water 
supply  for  the  Bildershaw  area  was  completed  and  there  was 
some  progress  made  towards  the  provision  of  a much  needed 
supply  for  the  parish  of  Eggleston,  though  this  progress  is 
slow.  There  was  a big  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  built 
and  occupied  during  the  year  and  there  appears  to  be  a con- 
tinued and  considerable  demand  for  more. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  re- 
mained low  and  this  was  particularly  noticeable  in  the  case  of 
scarlet  fever,  only  8 confirmed  cases  being  notified  compared 
with  5 in  the  previous  year  and  37  in  1952. 

1 am  again  indebted  to  the  Council  and  to  my  fellow 
officials  for  their  help  and  co-operation  in  matters  relating  to 
my  department. 

1 am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  G.  PALEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Public  Flealth  Officers. 


Mc'dicii!  Ollici'i-  oi'  llcallli: 

JOHN'  (;.  I'ALIOY,  .M.H.C.S..  L.l!. D.IMI.  (Academic  Loiul.). 
''cnior  Saiiilaiy  Inspector: 

joiix  (;k'()iu;|';  aiiddletox.m.k.s.i.,  .m.s.i.a.,  .m.im.imui. 

Sinitary  Inspector: 

.)  I.AWIIKXOK  KKLL.  M.li.S.I.,  AI.S.I.A. 

1 1 1 if^ncd  .'!( )l  I:  A pi  I Idol. 

(;k()Kki{kv  xrriKi!,  .m.s.i.a. 

.Vp'poii.tcd  1 s(  .1  nl.v.  1 do  ! . 

.VssistanV  Sanitary  Inspi'cioi: 

• lOIIX  IvIvNXKI'll  WALLS.  A.K.S.T..  .M.S.I.A. 

.\ppointcd  2.'?rd  .tufiiisi.  I!).')L 


( 'lei'lv  to  the  Public  Heattli  Department: 
dOK  IIODGSOX. 


General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area  (Acres)  — I 10,1  18. 

Rateable  value  at  1 /4/55 — £77,649  Os.  Od. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Home  Population  mid-year 

1954—19,020. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £275. 

The  chief  industries  are  agriculture,  coal  mining  and  stone 
quarrying. 


( 'r,l.\t.\TJC  ( 'oNDITIONS. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  F.  Blenkinsopp, 
for  suppl3dng  me  with  the  following  table  shewing  the  monthly 
rainfall  in  the  Upper  Teesdale  area  during  the  past  five 


years : — 


Rainfall  at  Latitude 

54° 

39’  North. 

Upper  Teesdale. 

Month. 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Jan. 

3.76 

1.52 

4.46 

1 .67 

5.37 

Feb. 

8.1  5 

6.60 

1.43 

2.84 

2.92 

Mar. 

2.53 

4.34 

3.90 

0.97 

4.70 

Apr. 

4.61 

4.52 

2.93 

4.78 

0.7‘> 

M ay 

2.64 

3.97 

1.68 

2.89 

7.20 

1 Line 

2.39 

1.43 

2.67 

3.76 

3.28 

July 

3.60 

1.91 

2.85 

4.49 

2.4  5 

Aug. 

8.27 

4.70 

5.09 

4.58 

8.03 

Sept. 

8.78 

3.02 

5.02 

4.58 

7.06 

Oct. 

4.43 

1.14 

7.35 

2.86 

10.56 

Nov 

5.77 

10.75 

4.05 

7.67 

8.62 

Dec, 

4.08 

8.74 

4.58 

2.82 

9.62 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year. 


Tolul  Male 

Ll\  K Biiv’  i lis  Legitimate  ) (141 

) 280  ( 

Illegitimate  ) ( 6 

Li'  K-Biktii  Ratk — 14.2  per  1,000  home  population. 


Ad-i  i s 1 i;i)  Ratk — 15.5  per  1,000  home  population. 
Corresponding  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 15.2. 


Si'i  ki.-Bikths. 

Legitimate 

) 

( 

6 

) 

9 ( 

Illegitimate 

) 

( 

0 

Still-Birth  Rate 

per  1 ,000  home 

population— 

-0.41 . 

Still-Birth  Rate  for  previous 

year- 

—0.05. 

Total 

Mule 

Dkaths.  228  127 

Death-Rate  per  1,000  home  population — 1 1.9 
Adjusted  Rate — 12.5 
For  England  and  Wales — 1 1.3. 


Dkatiis  ok  Infants  tnokk  1 Yeaf. 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


iMale. 

6 

6 

0 


DI'.ATIIS  0|-  InK.VN'JS  I NDKI!  1 WivKKS  Ol'  Aio:. 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male. 

5 

5 

0 


J)k.\'iti  Rate  ok  Infants  endek  1 Year  ok  Aoe. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live-births 
England  and  Wales  ... 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live-births  .. 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live-births  .. 


iM  Ilia Ic 

129 

4 


3 

0 

Fciiia  Ir 
101 


Frina  Ic 

1 

1 

0 

Female 

1 

1 

0 

25 

26 
25.9 
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Causes  of  Death. 


MaJ(:. 

2 


Tuberculosis  Respiratory  System 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 


Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Infections 

1 

0 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Infective  & Parasite  Diseases 

1 

0 

1 

Cancer  (all  types) 

1 1 

20 

31 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

0 

0 

0 

Diabetes 

0 

1 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

18 

21 

39 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

25 

1 1 

36 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . . . 

3 

1 

4 

Other  Heart  Disease 

16 

19 

35 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

8 

13 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

8 

2 

10 

Bronchitis 

10 

2 

12 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . . 

3 

0 

3 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

3 

3 

6 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

0 

1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  & Abortion... 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

0 

1 

Other  defined  & ill-defined  diseases 

9 

8 

1 7 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

0 

2 

All  other  accidents 

4 

2 

6 

Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Fciiiiilu. 

0 

0 


Tolui. 

2 


127 


101 


228 


General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

L A I !OJ{  ATOl!  Y FaCIJ  .ITIES . 

A Central  Public  Heatlh  Laboratory,  controlled  by  a 
joint  committee,  representing  the  County  Council  of  Durham, 
the  City  of  Newcastle,  and  the  County  Boroughs  of  Gateshead 
and  Tynemouth,  has  been  provided  to  assist  practitioners  in 
the  diagnosis  of  diphtheria,  enteric  fever,  tuberculosis,  ana 
venereal  diseases,  etc. 
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The  Laboratory  is  situated  m Government  Buildings, 
Ponteland  Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Facilities  are  also  pro- 
vided at  Bishop  Auckland  General  Hospital,  Pathological 
Department,  for  urgent  bacteriological  examinations. 

Ambul.vnce  F.\cilities. 

1 am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Ambul- 
ance Department,  Durham,  for  the  following  statement 
relating  to  the  working  of  the  Ambulance  Service  during  the 
year. 

T.mu.e  a. 


Itisliop  Auckland 

15d.  Castle  Urban 

(No.  14  Control) 

and 

Area  * 

Rural  Districts 

Ambulance  Controls 

1 

Nil 

Clerk-telephonists 

4 

Nil 

Ambulance  Depots 

5 

2 

Ambulances 

15 

2 

Sitting-Case  Cars 

I 

Nil 

Driver- Attendants 

42 

4 

* Barnard  Castle  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  form  part  of  this 
Control  Area,  the  column  adjoining  showing  the  depots, 
etc.,  actually  situated  within  the  districts.  The  whole  of  the 
facilities  provided  in  the  Control  Area  are  available  to  the 
districts.  The  Ambulance  Control  is  situated  at  Bishop 
Auckland  and  is  staffed  by  4 clerk-telephonists  who  main- 
tain a 24-hour  service. 


T.vhee  B. 

Summary  of  work  done  during  1954  by  vehicles  stationed  in 
Barnard  Castle  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 

Cases  carried. 

Journeys.  Stretcher.  Sitting.  Total.  Mileage. 

1,003  453  4,387  4,840  5,9917 

Note. — In  addition  to  the  above,  patients  residing  in  the  urban 
and  rural  districts  are  also  conveyed  by  vehicles  from 
neighbouring  depots  within  the  County  and  by  the 
Darlington  Ambulance  Service,  as  occasion  demands. 
Records  are  not  maintained  in  sanitary  districts  order 
and  information  regarding  these  cases  cannot  be  con- 
veniently supplied. 
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Home  XntsiNG. 


Under  Section  25  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
i 946,  the  provision  of  a Home  Nursing  Service  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  Local  Health  Authorities  as  from  the  5th 
July,  1948.  The  agreement  concluded  with  the  Durham 
County  Nursing  Association,  whereby  the  Durham  County 
Council  delegated  this  aspect  of  their  functions  to  the 
Association,  ceased  to  exist  on  I st  April  and  the  County 
Council  took  over  direct  administration  from  this  date. 

Direct  control  was  also  assumed  by  the  County  Coun- 
cil of  the  arrangements  made  for  the  provision  of  a domiciliary 
midwife  servce. 

Both  servces  are  available  free  of  charge. 

In  this  area  the  following  districts  are  served  by 
resident  nurses  who  provide  general,  midwifery  and  maternity 
nursing  services  in  their  district,  viz: — Butterknowle,  Cock- 
field,  Evenwood  and  Ramshaw,  iVliddleton-in-Teesdale,  Stain- 
drop  and  Gainford.  In  the  case  of  Eggleston,  services  are 
provided  by  the  Nurse  resident  at  Middleton-in-Teesdale. 

During  the  year  7 district  nurse-midwives  attended  1 99 
*midwifery  and  3 1 8 general  cases.  Visits  paid  to  general 
cases  numbered  6,829. 

*N.B. — Also  Included  in  this  figure  of  1 99  are  20 
midwifery  cases  taken  by  the  two  nurse-midwives  living  and 
working  primarily  in  the  urban  district. 

Treatment  Centues  ake  Clinics. 


Child  Welfare  Centres  administered  by  the  Durham 
County  Council  are  held  at  Butterknowle,  Cockfield,  Middle- 
ton-in-Teesdale,  Staindrop,  and  Witton  Park.  Temporary 
School  Clinics  are  provided  at  Evenwood  C.E.  School  and 
Butterknowle  County  School.  Weekly  sessions,  attended  by 
an  Acting  School  Nurse,  are  held  at  these  clinics. 

llnSPITALS,  I’niLIC  AND  VoiANTAliY. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  treat- 
ment are  sent  to  one  of  the  hospitals  controlled  by  the  South- 
West  Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee.  The  Mar- 
wood  Plospital,  situated  in  this  area  and  formerly  adminis 
tered  by  the  Auckland,  Shildon  and  Willington  joint  Hospital 
Board,  has  now  been  taken  over  as  a private  residence.  There 
are  no  other  hospitals  in  the  district. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  WATER.  Supplies  from  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board 
were  satisfactory  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity. 

Samples  were  also  taken  during  the  year  of  supplies 
from  the  Durham  County  Water  Board.  Samples  taken  in 
January  from  taps  in  Ramshaw  and  Bolam  were  unsatisfactory 
in  regard  to  bacterial  purity,  as  also  were  samples  taken  in 
Hamsterley  in  February  and  Evenwood  in  August  and  Octo- 
ber. It  would  appear  that  the  causes  responsible  for  last 
year's  unsatisfactory  reports  have  not  yet  been  eliminated  and 
that  a satisfactory  standard  of  bacterial  purity  has  not  yet 
been  reached. 

Samples  taken  of  water  supplies  controlled  by  the 
Council  all  showed  evidence  of  contamination,  especially  to 
wards  the  end  of  the  year  when  the  rainfall  in  the  district  was 
particularly  heavy.  The  average  rainfall  for  the  last  quarter 
of  the  year  was  9.60  ins.  compared  with  4.33  ins.  for  the  first 
quarter,  3.77  ins.  for  the  second  and  5.84  for  the  third  quarter. 
Samples  were  taken  of  the  following  supplies: — Streatlam  and 
Stainton,  Newbiggin,  Middleton,  Woodland  and  Copley  and 
Cockfield.  There  is  no  evidence  to  indicate  that  there  is  any 
appreciable  risk  of  contamination  of  these  supplies  by  human 
agency.  Nevertheless  it  is  evident  that  all  these  sources  of 
supply  are  liable  to  a certain  amount  of  surface  contamination, 
particularly  after  a heavy  rainfall. 


^1i]U)LKT()X-IX-TkKS]).V],K. 


Samples  taken. 

7-  7-54. 

9-  8-54. 
20-10-54. 
27-10-54. 
25-1  1-54. 


Results. 

Grade  4.  Unsatisfactory. 
Grade  I . Highly  satisfactory. 
Grade  4.  Unsatisfactory. 
Grade  4.  Unsatisfactory. 
Grade  3.  Suspicious. 


The  recommendation  made  by  the  Surveyor  in  1953 
and  adopted  by  the  Council,  to  extend  a pipe  farther  into  the 
drift  in  the  supply  source  known  as  the  Marlebeck  Spring,  in 
order  to  eliminate  surface  contamination  from  percolation 
through  the  roof  of  the  gallery,  was  not  carried  out  during  the 
year. 

In  view  of  the  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  reports  the 
Council  decided  to  mstal  chlorination  apparatus  to  include 
the  whole  of  the  Middleton  supply. 
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A\'()()I)I.AXI)  and  CorT.KT. 


Samples  taken. 


22- 

2-54. 

Grade 

7- 

7-54. 

Grade 

9- 

8-54. 

Grade 

20- 

10-54. 

Grade 

27- 

10-54. 

Grade 

25- 

1 1-54. 

Grade 

Results. 

2.  Satisfactory. 

2.  Satisfactory. 

3.  Suspicious. 

4.  Unsatisfactory. 

4.  Unsatisfactory. 

I . Highly  satisfactory. 


The  Council  also  decided  to  instal  chlorination 
apparatus  for  this  supply. 

No  decision  was  reached  in  .egard  to  the  possible 
augmentation  of  this  supply  from  the  Cockfield  Water  Under- 
taking. The  Council  still  await  a report  of  gaugings  from  the 
Surveyor. 


Cockfield,  Hilton  and  AVackeiuteld. 

The  above  scheme  was  in  full  operation  during  the 
year.  The  whole  of  this  supply  is  chlorinated  and  foui 
samples  taken  during  the  year  were  found  to  be  of  a high 
degree  of  bacterial  purity.  One  sample,  however,  taken  in 
October,  was  unsatisfactory.  This  followed  a period  of  heavy 
rainfall  in  the  district. 


Tggi.ESTON. 

In  December  an  informal  discussion  was  held  on  the 
proposed  new  scheme  for  this  parish.  An  Engineering 

Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
presided.  Later  a visit  was  paid  by  the  Inspector  to  the  site 
of  the  new  springs  on  Eggleton  Moors. 

Bildershaw. 

The  new  scheme  of  supply  for  this  area  carried  out  by 
the  Durham  County  Water  Board  was  completed  during  the 
year. 

WATER  SHORTAGES. 

No  water  shortages  were  reported  during  the  year  in 
any  part  of  the  area. 
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Particulars  of  Dwelling  Houses  supplied  from  Public  Water 

Mains. 

Nmnbfr  of  Hoii‘;e  supplied  from 
Public  Water  Mains 

Parish  Present  K^ti-  Total  Number 

mated  Population  of  I loupes  (a)  (bl 

Direct  to  House  Py  stund-pipe 


Evenwood  

3091 

1059 

1039 

8 

Hamsterley  

366 

129 

81 

2 

Lynesack  & Softley 

1826 

594 

537 

6 

South  Bedburn 

255 

73 

— 

— 

Etherley  

1835 

634 

575 

2 

Woodland  

351 

127 

122 

3 

Cleatlam  

108 

29 

24 

I 

Gainford  

798 

326 

299 

7 

Headlam  

75 

28 

24 

— 

Langton  

94 

24 

19 

1 

Ingleton 

366 

1 18 

96 

10 

Staindrop  

1209 

435 

381 

1 I 

Westwick  

1 1 7 

24 

20 

— 

Whorlton  

213 

73 

58 

1 

Morton  Tinmouth  ... 

25 

6 

— 

— 

Langleydale&Shotton 

139 

36 

12 

— 

Marwood  

299 

152 

95 

— 

Raby  & Keverstone 

224 

60 

6 

13 

Bolam  

81 

32 

27 

— 

Hilton  

76 

20 

10 

6 

Streatlam  & Stainton 

315 

19i 

151 

3 

Cockfield  

2059 

682 

676 

4 

Eggleston  

414 

1 70 

— 

— 

Forest  & Frith 

384 

121 

20 

3 

Middleton- in-Teesdale 

1602 

593 

517 

64 

Newbiggin  

244 

87 

18 

29 

Wackerfield  

82 

28 

22 

6 

Winston  

474 

136 

1 18 

1 

2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Mll)l)l,KTnx-TX-TT-;KS])AI-K. 

It  was  estimated  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  that  the 
construction  of  the  new  sewage  works,  commenced  during 
the  previous  year,  should  be  completed  by  March,  1955. 

Staixtox. 

The  War  Department  proposed  that  a licence  for  a 
period,  of  2 I years  should  be  negotiated  between  the  Council 
and  themselves  for  the  treatment  by  the  Stainton  Military 
Camp  Works  of  the  Stainton  village  sewage. 


Draft  Heads  of  Agreement  were  approved  by  the 
Council  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government.  The  Minister’s  approval  for  the  scheme  was 
received  in  November. 

( 'ocKi'iKi.n,  Lsi’Kiii.EV,  .\xn  Low  Tv.\nj)s. 

A tender  for  this  scheme  was  accepted  by  the  Council 
in  September. 

IxUEETON. 

Tenders  were  invited  m October  for  construction  of 
the  new  works  for  this  parish. 

Col’EI,.\N])  bow,  EvEXWOO]!. 

A tender  for  the  sum  of  £4,92  1 1 5s.  9d.  was  accepted 
by  th^  Council  in  July — subject  to  approval  by  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

3.  PRIVY  CONVERSIONS. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1954.  76 
individual  grants  were  made  by  the  Council  for  privy  conver- 
sions. No  combined  schemes  were  carried  out  during  the 
year. 


4.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


The  greater  part  of  the  area  is  covered  by  direct 
labour.  Scavenging  is  undertaken  by  motor  vehicles  (Karrier 
Bantam).  Two  small  areas  which  are  not  suitable  for  motor 
transport  are  let  by  contract. 

Number  of  Wagons — 10. 

Number  of  full-time  employees: — 

Foreman  Mechanic  ...  I 

Foreman’s  Assistant  ...  1 

Driver-killers  6 

Fillers  ...  4 

Bulldozer  Driver  1 


An  average  of  8 additional 
ployed  throughout  the  year. 

Number  of  Garages — 2 (one 
and  one  rented). 

Scavenging  areas — 7. 


casual  fillers  were  em- 
owned  by  the  Council 
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SVM.MAKY  OK  WoKK  DoiNK. 


Number  of  closets^  bins,  etc.,  emptied  280,028 

Number  of  loads  of  refuse  removed  4,458 

Estimated  tonnage  of  refuse  collected  8,900 

Number  of  miles  travelled  by  vehicles 31  ,620 

Number  of  gallons  of  petrol  used  4,463 

Number  of  pints  of  oil  used 294 


Conti? 01,1, ED  Tipping. 

The  Fiat  25C  Tractor  purchased  by  the  Council  with 
equipment  in  the  previous  year  for  use  in  controlled  tipping  of 
refuse  was  used  on  all  the  Council’s  tips  during  the  year.  In 
addition,  a new  site  was  rented  by  the  Council  near  Staindrop 
and  the  tractor  was  used  for  preparation  of  the  road  to  the 
tip  and  the  removal  of  top  soil  in  preparation  of  the  site  for 
tipping.  Eight  rechargeable  jobs  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
£302  I 6s.  1 Id.  were  also  carried  out  by  the  tractor. 


5.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year  1954; — 


Genek.xi,  Svmm.vky. 


Housing : 

Number  of 
Informal 
Notices 
served 

Number  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
served 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice 

Public  Health  & Housing  Acts 
Sanitary  Conveniences: 

79 

1 1 

81 

Insufficient  and  Defective 

39 

138 

68 

Drainage  

4 

3 

6 

Water  Supply 

16 

— 

14 

Slaughter  Houses:  Private 

4 

— 

2 

Keeping  of  Animals 

2 

— 

2 

Insanitary  Ashpits  & Receptacles 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 

I 1 

— 

— 

Act,  1949 

3 

— 

3 

Totals 

158 

152 

I 7b 
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Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets  \ | 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  water-closets  i 

Total  number  of  water-closets  in  District 3,683 

Total  number  of  ash-closets  in  District  2,41  I 

Total  number  of  ash-pit  privies  in  District  . 26 

Total  number  of  pail  closets 87 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  64 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis  ...  8 

Phecat  tions  Against  Infectious  Disease. 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease — 2. 


Statement  of  the  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made 
during  the  year  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Department. 


A.  GENERAL  SANITATION.  No.  of  Visits. 

Water  Supplies  209 

Drainage  192 

Fried  Fish  Shops  3 

Offensive  Trades  2 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  40 

Factories  28 

Refuse  Collection  282 

Refuse  Disposal  155 

Rats  and  Mice  14 

Schools  4 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  9 

Sanitary  Accommodation  369 

Dangerous  Buildings  15 

Petrol  Regulations  13 

Smoke  Observation  42 


B.  HOUSING. 

Puiii.ic  Heaetii  Acts. 


Number  of  Houses  Inspected  135 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  75 

Housing  Acts. 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  274 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  33 

Misceet.aneous  Housing  Vis'its  703 

Ovl;i( CHOW  DING. 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  1 
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C.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  8 

D.  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 


Visits  685 

Grocers  4 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  4 

Butchers  8 

Shops  and  Stalls  I 

Restaurants  I 

Milk — bacteriological  4 

Milk — tubercle  bacilli  4 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  2 


Total  3,319 

6.  DISINFESTATION. 

Rodknt  CoM'ltOL. 

During  the  year  9 1 visits  were  paid  to  farms  and 
smallholdings  and  38  to  private  dwellings.  A total  of  39 
treatments  were  charged  for  on  a time  and  material  basis. 
Routine  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  for  the  whole  area 
in  the  months  of  February  and  September. 

The  rodent  operator  has  been  called  upon  from  time 
to  time  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  public  cleansing  department 
and  this  has  curtailed  the  number  of  visits  he  has  been  able 
to  make  in  the  way  of  routine  surveys  of  farms  in  the  area. 
Every  endeavour,  however,  has  been  made  to  give  an  efficient 
service,  and  all  infestations  have  been  dealt  with  as  promptly 
as  possible. 

7.  FACTORIES  ACT,  193  7 & 1948. 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 

No.  on  Inspec-  Written  Occnpier- 


Preniisps 

Register. 

tions.  Notices,  pr'cutcd: 

(i) 

Factories  in  wliich  Sections 
1.  •?,  4 and  fi  are  to  lie  en- 

forced l)v  l.ocal  Authorities 

35 

27  1 

(ii) 

Factories  nol  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
hy  tiie  Locai  Authority 

36 

51  — — 

(iii ) 

Other  Prenhse.s  in  rvliicli  ScC 
tioM  7 is  eiifoi  ced  by  the  Locai 
Aiitlioi’ity  (excluding  out- 
worker.s’  in-emise.s)  

6 

19  — — 

'I'olal  ... 

77 

97  1 — 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND: 

Ui'CciTi'd 

riuticiiliirs.  l‘'oiiiid 

~iiiiilai'v  CuMvenienccs  (S.7) 

(ii)  1 nsiilficioiit  

(I))  riisuital)l(>  or  d<'fectivc  | 

(c)  Not  s(')»arato  for  sexes  ...  

Total  I 

S-\u)KK  Ahatk.mkxt.  Pi  iiLic  Hk.\i,tii  Act,  1936.  Skcjton 
101-106. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  two  grit  deposit  gauges 
were  purchased  by  the  Council  in  order  to  measure  the  amount 
of  grit  falling  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Messrs.  Sadler  & Co.’s 
Coke  Ovens  at  Evenwood.  These  gauges  were  set  up  in  the 
back  garden  of  a house  in  West  View  in  a direction  south- 
west of  the  works,  and  in  a corner  of  Steel’s  field,  east-north- 
east of  the  works. 

In  March,,  the  first  readings  were  obtained  and  accord- 
ing to  the  Analyst’s  report  a total  of  solids  was  collected 
equivalent  to  20.44  tons  per  square  mile  in  the  gauge  set  up 
in  the  garden  at  West  View  and  45.83  tons  per  square  mile  in 
the  gauge  set  up  in  Steel’s  field.  Following  is  the  average  of 
the  readings  from  the  two  gauges  for  the  nine  months  from 
March  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Tons  per  sq.  Mde. 

Deposit  gauge  bowl  No.  DI274. 

West  View,  Evenwood  214.06 

Deposit  gauge  bowl  No.  12  75D. 

Steel’s  field,  Evenwood  266.46 

These  average  figures  are  particularly  high  in  view  of 
Ihe  fact  that  there  were  exceptionally  high  readings  obtained 
from  one  or  other  of  the  gauges  (over  1,600  tons  per  sq. 
mile)  in  April  and  July  respectively.  The  area  in  the  County 
with  the  next  highest  figure  is  in  the  region  of  Billingham  with 
an  average  of  about  200  tons  per  square  mile. 

In  Septembei  it  was  ascertained  that  Messrs.  Sadler 
& Co.  were  proposing  to  erect  new  boilers  at  a point  farther 
east  and  when  these  were  in  use  one  or  two  of  the  old  boilers 
would  be  retained  for  use  in  emergency  with  gas  fuelling  only. 
In  view  of  this  the  Council  wrPte  to  the  Company  asking  them 
to  consider  the  question  of  installing  some  form  of  mechanical 
^rit  arresters  with  the  new  boilers. 


by  H.M. 
lUmu'diocl.  I ii'specTui 
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HOUSING. 


During  the  year  147  houses  were  completed  and 
occupied.  This  is  an  increase  of  56  houses  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 


Distribution  of  Houses  built  and  occupied  during  the  year. 


I’aii.sli. 

T \v()-ibc(l  mo".ii  type . 

'J'hrce  hcdrooni  type. 

Tota 

Etherley 

5 

4 

9 

Gainford 

1 

31 

32 

Evenwood 

4 

36 

40 

Staindrop 

14 

20 

34 

Middleton-in 

-Teesdale  — 

22 

22 

Cockfield 

— 

2 

2 

24 

1 15 

139 

In  addition  8 one-bedroom  bungalows  were  completed 
and  occupied  in  Cockfield,  making  a total  of  147  houses  for 
the  whole  area. 


Statement  of  Housing  Situation  at  end  of  1954. 


I’jU'ish. 


Houses  coimipk'tfd  i.V  In  CDiir.^i'  ot 
occupied  hv  dl-l ‘2-o4.  constnu  lioii 


Bolam  ...  ...  ...  3 


Cockfield 

90* 

3 

Evenwood 

148+ 

12 

Etherley 

66 

18 

Gainford 

82 

Middleton 

60 



Staindrop 

76 

12 

Streatlam  and  Stainton 

10 

Woodland 

8 

__ 

Whorlton 

4 



Butterknowle 

4 



Ingleton 

22 



Winston 

6 

Copley 

8 

Hamsterley 

6 

— 

Totals 

593 

45 

* Includes  1 0 bungalows. 
Includes  4 bungalows. 


Building  by  Private  Enterprise. 

Ten  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the 
year.  Eight  h,ouses  were  in  course  of  construction  by  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Building  by  the  War  Department. 

No  building  construction  was  carried  out  by  the  War 
Department  in  the  Military  Camps  during  the  year.  A school 
for  infant  and  junior  children  from  service  families  is  now 
functioning  in  the  camp.  This  school  is  staffed  and  adminis- 
tered by  Durham  County  Education  Committee. 

Moveable  Dwellings.  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  269. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a total  of  1 8 moveable  dwel- 
lings were  licensed  by  the  local  authority,  a reduction  of  7 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 


Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses. 


A.  Form.m  Action. 

(i)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  year  as 

a result  of  Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal 
action  , . . ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

(ii)  No.  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a 

result  of  formal  action  ...  ...  ...  3 

(iii)  No.  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas,  demoli- 
tion of  which  temporarily  postponed  ...  31 

( iv  ) No.  of  demolition  orders  made  but  houses  not 

demolished  during  year  ...  ...  ...  3 


B.  Inforjm.m,  Action. 


(I)  No.  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as 
dwellings  as  a result  of  informal  action  and  not 
included  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


RkCONDITIONINO  .\N1)  Rkicuk. 

No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  year  by  procedure 
under  either  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts: — 


(a)  As  a result  of  informal  action 

(b)  By  owners  as  a result  of  statutory  notice 

(c)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


1 3 
i 

Nil 
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owners 


Housing  Act,  1936. 


Statement  of  properties  in  Confirmed  Clearance  Orders  at 
31st  December,  1954. 


No.,  oi 

houses  No. 


No. 

of  Dale  of 

iiii 

No. 

No. 

Jtrder  Order. 

.Si’UKUiOiU  of  .l’irn|if 

I'l  ,v . 

i H i lor. 

i.died. 

eiiiply. 

OCI’UIIK'I 

1. 

18/5  -‘IS. 

.JubiUr^  Terr.,  1/ 

!veiii\ro(,d 

2 

Nil 

1 

1 

. 18/0  ;58. 

Gordon  Gill.  Kh 

iiisliaw.  Hveu’ d 

4 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

i . 

18/4/;19. 

/MiVgdaleiif  Pliiet 

',  Wuudl.oid  ... 

0 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

8. 

18/5  88. 

/Bildersliaw  T5k., 

W.  Auckland 

2 

Nil 

1 

1 

10. 

18/4/89. 

Quarry  Houses, 

Tuit  H.ll 

2 

Nil 

'2 

Nil 

1.5. 

18 '4  89. 

BuL'well  Terrace 

, Hamstcrley 

4 

8 

1 

Nil 

11. 

18/4/89. 

Crake  Scarr.  IV 

ocdlantl 

8 

Nil 

2 

1 

16. 

18/4  89. 

Garfortih  Poud, 

Tl.a.nvood, 

Barnard  Castle 

8 

Nil 

8 

Nil 

17. 

18/4/89. 

Queeu'.s  iHead 

'yncl.  Staindrop. 

2 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

18. 

18/4/89. 

Brook.side, 

drop 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

If). 

19/4/89. 

Broiwu's  Buildiiii! 

iT.s.  Ingleton  ... 

4 

Nil 

8 

1 

Development  of  Sites  already  listed  in  Confirmed  Clearance 

Orders. 

The  Architect  reported  in  December  that  in  his  opin- 
ion only  one  site  was  suitable  for  re-development — i.e.,  the 
site  of  Brown’s  Buildings,  Ingleton.  (Order  No.  19.) 

Statement  of  Properties  subjected  to  Demolition  Orders  at 

31/12/54. 

In  all  44  houses  were  subject  to  Demolition  Orders. 
Of  these,  19  have  been  demolished  and  25  are  still  standing. 
Undertakings  were  accepted  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  7 
houses  not  to  use  them  for  human  habitation.  Properties 
occupied  under  licence  are  as  follows: — 

(a)  Included  in  Clearance  Orders. 

1 2,  Jubilee  Terrace,  Evenwood. 

13,  Bildershaw  Bank,  West  Auckland. 

4,  Crake  Scar,  Woodland. 

4,  Meadow  View,  Ingleton. 

2,  4,  5,  8,  9 and  10,  Brookside,  Staindrop. 

(b)  Under  Demolition  Orders. 

Beckside,  Staindrop  (2  houses). 

248,  Toft  Hill  (formerly  150). 

26,  The  Oaks,  Evenwood. 

I 8,  Hude,  Middleton-in-Teesdale. 

I , Sandhole,  Evenwood. 
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Slum  Clearance. 


In  a Circular  issued  to  Local  Authorities  in  March,  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  recommended 
that  Local  Authorities  should  take  steps  to  review  housing 
conditions  in  their  areas  and  that  the  campaign  of  slum  clear- 
ance interrupted  by  the  war,  should  be  reviewed  as  a matter 
of  urgency. 

Under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954, 
which  came  into  operation  on  30th  August,  Councils  are  re- 
quired to  submit  for  the  Minister’s  approval  within  the  next 
twelve  months  proposals  for  dealing  in  one  way  or  another 
with  the  houses  in  their  area  which  appear  to  them  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  and  lia’ble  to  demolition.  Not  more  th  an 
an  estimate  is  expected  of  the  total  number  of  unfit  houses 
and  of  the  period  the  Council  think  they  will  need  to  secure 
the  demolition  of  all  these  houses  together  with  the  Council’s 
programme  of  action  in  relation  to  these  houses  during  the 
next  five  years.  A noteworthy  clause  in  the  new  Act  is  Sec- 
tion 9 which  defines  for  the  first  time  the  standards  of  fitness 
for  a human  habitation  to  be  used  in  relation  to  procedure 
taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Housing  Survey. 

In  this  area  no  Housing  Survey  has  taken  place 
since  1945  when  a provisional  survey  was  carried  out,  and 
out  of  a total  of  5,132  houses  in  the  area,  500  were  consid- 
ered to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  a matter  of  over  O”''  of 
the  whole.  It  would  seem  likely  that  after  an  additional  period 
of  nearly  1 0 years  the  position  will  have  deteriorated  still 
further.  But  other  factors  wll  have  to  be  taken  into  account 
— for  instance  a difference  in  the  standards  used  in  assessing 
an  unfit  house.  Moreover,  improvement  in  economic  condi- 
tions since  the  end  of  the  war  may  have  resulted  in  some 
cases  in  improvements  carried  out  to  houses  which  in  1945 
were  considered  unfit. 

In  May  the  Council  decided  to  carry  out  a new  Hous- 
ing Survey  of  the  area,  the  terms  of  procedure  being  as  fol- 
lows:— “That  in  connection  with  the  Survey,  the  known 
worst  properties  be  surveyed  first  and,  side  by  side  with  the 
Survey,  the  Council  push  ahead  vigorously  with  slum  clear- 
ance and  re-construction.  Whilst  this  is  being  done,  the  Sur- 
vey to  continue  and  then,  say.  after  a short  term  policy  ot 
two  or  three  years,  the  Council’s  final  long  term  policy  could 
be  drawn  up.  ” 

In  addition,  a sub-committee  was  appointed  to  inspect 
at  frequent  intervals  and  decide  on  the  procedure  in  regard 
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to  properties  listed  by  the  officials  concerned  in  the  Survey 
as  coming  within  the  category  of  unfit  houses.  The  first 
meeting  of  this  sub-committee  took  place  in  January  oi  tjj^e 
present  year.  A total  of  77  houses  was  dealt  with  and  of 
these  73  were  recommended  for  clearance  and  4 for  demob- 
tion. 

Temporary  Buildings. 

The  family  remaining  in  occupation  of  a timber  hut 
situated  at  Coach  Road  Wood  Camp,  Staindrop,  were  re- 
housed during  the  year  and  the  hut  was  sold. 

Applications  for  Council  Houses. 

There  is  still,  a big  demand  for  Council  houses  in  cer-r 
tain  parts  of  the  area,  and  1 append  below  the  approximate 
figures  for  housing  applications  in  some  of  the  larger 
parishes : — 


No. 

nf.  aiijplic'i^ 

; Xi).  of  a.])plic'.‘- 

i No.  of  applic 

Parisli.  at 

; 31/12/52. 

at  :0/12/53. 

at  31  12 '51 

Cockfield 

101 

80 

78 

Etherley 

47 

56 

38 

Evenwood 

83 

103 

92 

Gainford 

46 

60 

45 

Butterknowle 

16 

7 

2 

Middleton  & Newbiggin 

32 

34 

9 

Staindrop 

82 

65 

86 

Woodland 

18 

14 

6 

Housing  Act,  1949.  Sections  20-25. 

During  the  year  improvement  grants  to  the  value  of 
£5,240  10s.  Od.  were  awarded  by  the  Council  in  regard  to 
23  properties  situated  within  the  rural  district. 

8 INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

^fir.K  .VXD  D.ukiks  ]{Kuri,.vnoxs,  1949. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  four  Dealers  registered 
with  the  Council  under  the  regulations.  In  all  cases  licences 
are  for  the  sale  of  T.T.  milk  and  in  two  cases  for  “Pasteur- 
ised’" and  one  for  “Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised. ’’  In  addi- 
tion two  Supplementary  Licences  permitting  the  special 
designations  “Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised,  ” and  in  one 
case  the  designation  “Sterilised,  ” were  granted. 

Che.mic.vt,  and  Bacteuiui.ogicai,  Kxamixation  of  Food. 

Milk  Supplies  only.  Samples  are  submitted  to  the 
Agricultural  Department,  King's  College,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  or  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Northallerton. 
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Milk  and  Daiiiiks  Rk(.i  la tions  1949.  Skction  20. 

During  the  year  7 samples  of  milk  were  taken  from 
the  supplies  of  three  producers  by  the  Sanitary  Department. 
All  samples  were  found  to  be  free  of  tubercle  but  in  two 
cases  3 samples  were  positive  for  brucella  abortus.  1 he 
producers  were  notified  of  these  results  and  later  in  the  year 
the  infected  cows  were  eliminated  from  the  herds. 

IcK  ('kkam.  ( Heat 'rKKA'j'AiKNT,  Etc.)  1{k(u  l.\tions, 

There  was  one  retailer-manufacturer  and  46  retailers 
registered  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  but  it  may  be 
noted  that  all  retailers  in  the  area  now  sell  pre-packed  ice 
cream. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938.  SECTION  13. 

lli  TciiEKS.  M.\KiN(i-t  r Rooms. 

Inspections  of  premises  were  made  during  the  year 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  In  two  instances,  on  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Inspectors,  improvements  to  existing  build- 
ings in  Woodland  and  Cockfield  are  being  carried  out  in 
order  to  make  them  suitable  for  the  preparation  of  sausages, 
preserved  meats,  etc. 

Section  1 4. 

There  are  1 4 premises  in  the  area  registered  for  the 
preparation  of  preserved  meats  and  1 I premises  for  the  pre- 
paration and  sale  of  fried  fish. 

Food  Premises. 

Following  is  a list  of  Food  Premises  situated  in  the 
Rural  District: — 

General  Dealers  ...  79 


Fish  F riers  ...  II 

Fruiterers  ...  6 

Confectioners  , . . 11 

Cafes  ...  5 

Butchers  ...  19 

Bakers  ...  4 

Food  Poisoning  Oithkeaks. 


One  case  of  suspected  food  poisoning  was  notified 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  case  was  that  of  a lady  living  in  High  Etherley, 
who  purchase^d  some  pork  meat  pies.  She  ate  one  of  these 
for  tea  on  the  following  day.  The  rest  of  her  family  did  not 
have  any.  About  one  hour  after  eating  she  vomited  and 
was  seized  with  severe  stomach  cramps  and  was  feverish. 

On  investigation  there  was  no  positive  evidence  to 
determine  the  cause  of  the  illness.  Unfortunately  the  re- 
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mainmg  portions  of  the  pies  had  b een  thrown  away.  About 
300  pies  had  been  made  in  the  same  batch  (and  of  these  4 
had  been  eaten  by  the  butcher  who  made  them).  No  other 
cases  of  illness  were  notified. 

[M,.vrGm'E]{iNG. 

Up  to  the  end  of  June  all  slaughtering  was  carried 
out  at  the  Centralised  Slaughter  House  situated  in  Barnard 
Castle  and  serving  three  districts,  viz:  Barnard  Castle  Urban 
and  Rural  Districts  and  Startforth  Rural  District. 

Meat  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  employed  by  the  Barnard  Castle  Urban  District 
Council,  holiday  and  sickness  duty  being  undertaken  by  the 
two  sanitary  inspectors  of  the  Barnard  Castle  Rural  District 
Council.  All  three  officers  hold  the  Meat  and  Cther  Foods 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Following  the  de-control  of  meat  and  livestock  in 
July  it  became  the  Council’s  duty  to  ensure  that  adequate 
slaughtering  facilities  were  provided  in  the  area  and  licences 
were  granted  in  respect  of  nine  premises  for  use  as  private 
slaughterhouses.  inspections  of  the  premises  were  carried 
out  in  all  cases  and  any  necessary  improvements  required  to 
bring  the  '^premises  to  a suitable  standard  were  made  before 
the  licences  were  issued. 

I append  a list  of  slaughterhouses  which  have  been 
licensed : — 

Situation  of  premises.  Licencee. 

Bank  Well,  Etherley — Mr.  T.  A.  Hodgson. 

Sloshes  Farm,  Etherley — Mr.  W.  J.  Thompson. 

Rear  of  5 I , Toft  Hill — Mr.  H.  Dickinson. 

The  Croft,  Cockfield — Mr.  F.  Simpson. 

21,  Low  Lands,  Cockfield — Mr.  G.  Wilson. 

Queen’s  Head  Wjmd,  Staindrop — Mr.  C.  N.  Pattinson 

Field  at  Pear  free  Farm,  Hamsterley— 

Mr.  G.  Thompson 

Rear  of  Co-op.  Stores,  Middleton — 

Teesdale  Workmen’s  Industrial  & 
Provident  Society  Ltd. 

Rear  of  I 3,  Gaunless  V iew,  Copley — Mr.  G.  Teasdale. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Senior  Sanilnry 
Inspector  reported  on  the  working  of  the  arrangements  made 
for  meat  inspection  in  the  area.  On  the  whole  these  were 
satisfactory  since  slaughtering  takes  place  at  convenient 
times  of  the  day,  but  on  Wednesdays  three  butchers  were 
killing  in  the  evenings  between  the  hours  of  4 and  7 p.m. 
and  on  Sundays  there  was  killing  both  in  the  mornng  and 
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afternoon,  which  meant  that  meat  inspections  must  be 
carried  out  at  times  other  than  normal  working  hours.  It 
seems  difficult  to  avoid  this  since  the  butcher  fulfils  his 
statutory  obligation  by  giving  at  least  three  hours’  notice  to 
the  local  authority  of  the  day,  time  and  place  of  slaughter,  but 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  butchers  will  keep  to'  as  reasonable 
times  as  possible  in  order  to  avoid  undue  work  for  the 
inspectors.  It  is  likely  that  in  the  future  the  times  of  slaugh- 
tering will  vary  according  to  the  supply  of  home-killed  meat 
available  at  the  time.  1 he  Government  has  reaffirmed  its  in- 
tention to  bring  about  a "moderate  concentration  of  slaugh- 
tering facilities  throughout  the  country  ” but  this  is  a long 
term  policy  and  will  take  some  years  to  apply. 

Public  Health  Meat  Regulations. 


The  following  table  shows  the  animals  killed,  inspec 
ted  and  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  at  the  central- 
ised slaughterhouse  for  the  period  ending  30th  June,  1954: — 


Cattle 

excluding 

('ows 

Cows 

Calvfs 

blieep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

c.c. 

Cas 

C.C.  Cas. 

C.C. 

Cas. 

c.c. 

Cas. 

C/'. 

Cas. 

Cott 

Number  Killed 

452 

28 

45  33 

4 

37 

2000 

81 

1177 

50 

2 

Number  Inspected 

452 

23 

45  33 

4 

37 

2000 

81 

1177 

50 

2 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  cai'cases 
condemned 

— 

3 

~ 10 

1 1 

1 

17 



3 



Part  of  Carcase  or 
organ  condemned 

90 

14 

4 16 

12 

21 

36 

16 

— 

% of  number  in- 
spected affected 
with  disease  other 
thanTuberculosis 

19.91 

73.91 

8.88  78.78 

29-73 

0.65 

46.91 

a.  06 

3800 

— 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  cai'cases 
condemned 

2 

— 1 

Part  of  carcase  or 
organ  condemned 

18 

— 

4 2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

% of  number  in- 
spected affected 
with  T uberculosis 

4.42 

8.88  9.09 

— 

— 

— 

1 

I 

i 

0.85 

— 
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Table  showing  Animals  killed,  inspected  and  found  unht  for 
human  consumption  at  Private  Slaughterhouses  in  the  area 
from  1st  July  until  31st  December,  1954. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Slieeji  and 
!,anibs 

Pigs 

Niimher  Killed 

285 

860 

62 

1401 

789 

Number  Inspected 

285 

860 

62 

1401 

789 

All  discuses  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

2 

8 

8 

8 

Part  of  carcase  or 
orj^an  condemned  ... 

47 

59 



14 

40 

% of  number  inspec- 
ted  a fleeted  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  

16.4 

19.8 

4.8 

1.2 

5.8 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

1 

1 

1 

Part  of  carcase  or 
oi-gan  condemned  ... 

10 

67 
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of  number  inspec- 
ted  affected  with 
tuberculosis  

8.8 

18.8 

— 

3.6 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  total  number  of  children  aged  under  1 5 who 
received  a primary  course  of  immunisation  during  the  year 
showed  an  increase  of  two  compared  with  the  previous  year 
It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  were  more  children  immun 
ised  in  the  lower  age  group  (0-4)  than  in  the  previous  two 
years  (175  in  1933  and  194  in  1952).  In  addition  to  the 
reminders  to  parents  sent  out  by  the  County  Health  Depart- 
ment and  visits  to  the  home  by  Health  Visitors,  every  effort 
is  made  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  carrying  out  medical 
inspections  to  persuade  parents  to  have  their  children  im- 
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munisecl,  il  ihis  has  not  already  been  done.  The  response  to 
a personal  appeal  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory  though  in  a 
certain  number  of  cases  the  parents  will  not  make  the  effort 
to  take  the  children  to  the  doctor’s  surgery. 

Facilities  for  immunisation  were  provided  as  in  prev- 
ious years  at  the  County  Welfare  Clinics  for  children  under 
5 years  and  by  private  practitioners  for  children  of  any  age. 


Age  at  date  of 

Total 

Final  Injecfioii. 

Under 

0 

-5  yen  I S.  .’5- 11  years. 

J.i 

Number  of  children  who  completed 
a full  course  of  primary  immunisa- 
tion in  the  authority’s  area  in  the 
12  months  ending  31/12/54 

207  41 

248 

Number  given  reinforcing  injections 
during  the  year  

124 

There  were  again  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  in 
the  district  during  the  year. 

The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  was  again  very  low  (8 
confirmed  cases  compared  with  5 in  1953,  3 7 in  1952  and  32 
in  1951).  The  notification  rate  was  0.42  per  1,000  popula- 
tion compared  with  a rate  of  0.32  for  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  measles  showed  a big  fall 
from  the  previous  year  (216  cases).  The  notification  rate 
was  0.74  per  1,000  population  compard  with  a rate  of  I 1.66 
for  the  previous  year. 

There  was  again  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
whooping  cough  (92  cases  compared  with  43  in  1953  and 
24  in  1952).  Upon  receipt  of  a notification  of  a case,  an 
instructional  leaflet  is  sent  out  by  post  to  the  parents  of  the 
child,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  in  many  Instances  the  case  is 
not  adequately  isolated  from  the  onset  and  the  overcrowded 
conditions  prevalent  where  there  are  large  families,  render 
this  isolation  difficult.  The  notification  rate  for  whooping 
cough  was  4.8  compared  with  a rate  of  2.31  for  the  previous 
year. 

AntkivMok  I’ni.To.MYKi.ms  ( Ink.\n'1'1t,f.  1’ai;.u,ysis  ) . 

Only  one  case  occurred  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
The  patient  was  a girl  aged  9 years  living  on  a farm  at  Mar- 
wood.  She  was  attending  Langleydale  School.  She  was 
admitted  to  hospital  on  22nd  June  and  I am  pleased  to  state 
that  she  was  a mild  case  and  no  signs  of  paralysis  developed. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year 


Scarlet  Fever 

8 

Adiuitled 
tn  1 Inspila  1. 

3 

Diagnosis 
Not  ronlirmod. 

Total 

Casas 

8 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

25 

1 

— 

25 

Ophthalmia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
(Paralytic) 

_ 

_ 

- 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
(Non  Paralytic) 

1 

1 

1 

Ac.  Infect  Encephalitis 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Memngococcol  Infections  1 

1 

1 

— 

Measles 

14 

— 

— 

14 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

92 

— 

— 

92 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Analysis  of  the  Total  Cases  (Confirmed)  in  Age  Groups. 


Undei- 

1 

3 

5 

10 

25 

45 

65 

Age 

1 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

and 

un- 

Year 

V 

4 

9 

24 

44 

64 

over 

known 

Scarlet  Fever  0 

0 

1 

4 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  7 

20 

24 

36 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  1 

3 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ac.  Pneumonia  0 

0 

2 

1 

5 

5 

5 

7 

0 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1954. 


New  Cases. 

-Ajje  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non- Respiratory. 

.\1  F ■ M F 


I 0 

5 I 

15  2 

25  3 

35  0 

45  1 

55  1 

65  and 
upwards  0 

Age 

Unknown  0 

Totals  8 


0 0 0 

3 0 I 

0 0 0 

2 0 0 

1 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

6 0 I 


Deaths. 

Respiratory.  Non -Respiratory 
.VI  F M F 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 10 

0 0 0 0 

10  0 0 

0 0 0 0 

10  0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 
2 0 10 
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